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“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
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God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday is an 
opportunity to celebrate who we are as 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America – one church, freed in Christ to 
serve and love our neighbor.  For the past 
two years, thousands of members from 
across this church have dedicated one day to serve communities in ways 
that share the love of God with all people. The date for 2015 is Sunday, 
Sept. 13. 
 

On this Sunday, First Lutheran is reaching out to The Samaritan Women 
(TSW) for a dedicated day of service.  Located in Baltimore, TSW is a 
national Christian organization which provides restorative care to 
survivors of domestic human trafficking. For more information on TSW, 
check out http://thesamaritanwomen.org. 
 

While most of the work will be taking place at the TSW location, 
volunteers may also sign up to host the residents of The Samaritan 
Women at Roger Carter Community Center for an afternoon of fun and 
activities. Sign up to volunteer by emailing flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org. 
or calling the church office at 410-465-2977. You may also fill out the 
signup sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   
 

Volunteer opportunities include Seasonal grounds maintenance, paint 
stripping, painting, farm work (weeding, mulching, mowing, etc.), serving 
as hosts to help with planned activities for TSW women, and serving 
meals for the volunteers. Together, we can make a difference!  
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And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself. 
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As we look to September, to the beginning of our congregation program year, I feel compelled to begin with words of 
welcome! (Maybe that’s because I was told (to prepare me for my first summer here at FELC) that nobody’s here during 
the summer … everyone goes away!) So … Welcome back from summer vacations. Welcome back from family reunions. 
Welcome back! 
 

Personally, I’ve enjoyed hearing about everyone’s travels and seeing pictures of great adventures and quite times spent 
with family and friends. Summertime provides all of us with the opportunity to re-connect with important people in our 
lives, retelling stories of shared moments from the past, laughing together and catching up with one another. These trips 
down memory lane serve to help us “re-create.” 
 

The same holds true for our shared life together as disciples of the Risen Jesus, gathered into a community known as First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. As we gather together for worship, gather together to serve our community, gather together 
to study God’s word or to hold each other in prayer, we too take a trip down memory lane, to allow God to “re-create” 
each and every one of us, individually and as a community. 
 

One of the marks of discipleship that Michael Foss presents in his book, Power Surge, talks about how individual disciples 
are formed into spiritual friendships with one another. These friendships, which at their core are focused on helping one 
another grow spiritually as disciples, are created, not so much by our selection or methods, but by the Holy Spirit itself. As 
God’s Spirit blows through the community, it connects us to one another, and in many ways, making us accountable for 
the spiritual health of one another.  
 

But wait a minute, you may be thinking, that sounds pretty legalistic, almost Pharisaic, like we’re checking up on one 
another. Didn’t Jesus rise up against that type of legalistic interpretation of God’s work in and among God’s people? 
Let’s consider it another way, however. What if our calling as a community in Christ is to be concerned about the spiritual 
health of those whom God has called into this community (even those whom God will call into this community at some 
point in the future)?  What if our calling as a community of disciples is to reach out to those we have missed seeing in 
worship (or at fellowship events, or at Bible Study)? What if our calling as a community is to invite others to join us, to 
welcome those whom God has called into this community, and to care about the life we share together in Jesus Christ as 
we remember them in prayer, visit them when they are sick, and pray for them as they struggle?   
 

The truth is that our God-given faith in Jesus Christ is fed and nourished as the Holy Spirit unites us into a community that 
does care for and about one another.  It’s a community patterned after the relationship between God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  It is a community that is fully living into its calling together … not as separate individuals who just happen to 
meet once a week for worship, but as a living, breathing community that gets its life from God and shares its life together. 
 

So as we look to the upcoming program year, while, yes, worship attendance was lower than it may have been in the 
weeks leading up to Memorial Day, worship did happen, and each week several hundred of our fellow disciples gathered 
to confess our sins, hear God’s word of forgiveness, sing praises to God for the gift of grace, mercy and love and to pray 
for one another. Also this summer, God’s work in the world did occur: at Vacation Bible School, at the crab feast, on 
Tuesday mornings at Bible Study, as our newly reformed Men’s Fellowship and Prayer Breakfast kicked off, at preschool 
camps, in Detroit, during our adult ed hour, as disciples made sure the sprinkler system was repaired, as cars were 
washed, as the hungry were fed and in all the ways that we shared the good news of God’s never-failing love outside the 
walls of FELC. 
 

Truth be told … God’s work did happen here and out in God’s world. Truth be told, I look forward to welcoming everyone 
back to the “routine” as fellow disciples re-created by God and re-charged to share our God-given faith with all of the 
world. 
 

See you on Sunday!          Peace, Pastor Mike 

PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA  
   prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the  
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of 
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.  
                    (Ephesians 4:1-6, NRSV) 
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So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new!  2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

On February 1, 2013 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America launched its ministry 
expansion fundraising campaign: Always Being Made New. This campaign seeks to ex-
pand funding for ministry in four ministries with a total campaign goal of $198 million 
dollars raised over a six-year period. This goal was established by looking at offerings 
from past years and increasing that number by 67%. 
 

Specifically, the campaign seeks to sustain and support ministries in these four areas: 
 

 Congregations (accompanying and equipping congregations in renewal efforts; planting new congregations; 
expanding ministries with people with disabilities -- $16 million) 

 

 Leadership (growing the endowment fund which provides scholarships to seminarians; expanding minis-
tries with youth and young adults -- $19 million) 

 

 Hunger and Poverty (supporting our work to solve challenges that perpetuate hunger and poverty;        
overcome malaria -- $130 million) 

 

 Global Church (increasing the number of young adults able to participate in a year of global service;     
providing scholarships to 200 additional women leaders from our global companion churches; initiating new 
evangelism ministries in Africa, Asia and Latin America -- $33 million) 

  

In support of the ELCA campaign, at its most recent assembly our Delaware-Maryland Synod passed a resolution 
which established a synodical goal of raising $2.5 million in support of Always Being Made New ($2 million to the 
churchwide campaign and $500,000 for synodical work in the same four areas of the overall campaign). 
 

After prayerful discernment and using the same methodology as the overall campaign (reviewing past designated 
offering collections and increasing that amount by 67%), our congregation council has set a goal for First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of raising $75,000 between September 1, 2015 and January 31, 2019. 
 

How will we achieve our goal? Unlike most campaigns which focus only on raising new money, Always Being 
Made New seeks to maintain and expand ministry and provides credit for past ministry support in the four minis-
try areas from 2014 and 2015. For FELC, that amount is $34,500 (leaving a remaining balance to reach goal of 
$40,500).  
 

To achieve this goal (and very possibly surpass it), everyone will be offered a variety of opportunities to participate 
in Always Being Made New.  We’ll continue our historical support of the Pangani Mission while expanding our sup-
port in the Global Mission ministry area. Through special appeals, we’ll maintain and expand opportunities to give 
in support of the other ministry areas (Congregations, Leadership and Poverty). 
 

How can I participate?  Everyone is invited to practice the biblical practice of alms-giving (offerings given in addi-
tion to normal tithes). Alms-giving can be done at any time by simply making your designated offering at worship. 
Indicate on your envelope or the pew envelope that your special offering should be directed to Always Being Made 
New. You can further designate your offering towards any one of the four ministry areas. 
 

As a congregation, plans are to focus on one of the four ministry areas each quarter. During that time, each ministry 
will be lifted up in prayer, educational materials will be made available, and special appeals will be conducted. 
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The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on June 17th.   In addition to hearing reports from 
various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 
 

 Visitors from Second English Church in Baltimore enjoyed worshipping and attending the church 
picnic here on May 31st.   The members are in discernment as they look for a new church to transfer 
to when Second English closes their doors. 

 
 Previously approved funds will be used for several Property Projects, including some deferred 

maintenance to the sprinkler system, electrical system, heating and air conditioning systems.   
 
 The Council approved participation in the Synod’s “Always Being Made New” campaign.  More 

information to the congregation to come.  
 
 Bids to repair and restore the front of the 1955 building will be coming in shortly.  Funds have been 

designated through a family bequest to the church for that work. 
 
 The Fellowship Team will be looking for volunteers to help with the set up and clean up related to 

the Coffee Hour Fellowship we all enjoy.  It is our hope that members would like that time of 
fellowship to continue, and will volunteer. 

 
 Steve Erlitz will continue to serve as Financial Secretary until the end of the year.  We are looking for 

another member to serve as Financial Secretary when Steve leaves the position.  He will provide 
training to that person as they take over as Financial Secretary.  Thank you Steve for your years of 
service. 

 
 The Endowment Fund as per the original intent of the resolution in 2000, made a motion to 

distribute 10% of the principle amount of the fund ($11,302.40) on a 50/50 basis to the Youth 
Group and the ELCA End Malaria Campaign.  Note:  The Endowment Fund loan was repaid with 
interest, and the Endowment Committee re-established as a result. 

 
 

Monthly Contributions $60,773 

Monthly Disbursements $54,130 

Variance $6,643 

YTD Contributions $335,009 

YTD Disbursements $320,556 

Variance $14,453 

FROM THE CONGREATION COUNCIL 
council@firstlutheranec.org 
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
   Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

I hope you’ve had as great a summer as I have! I used my vacation/continuing ed Sundays in June, and I 
was fortunate to spend them in historic churches in Germany and Austria. It was also a thrill to be on     
Luther’s own turf in Wittenberg. And in July Joshua and I attended a worship and music conference spon-
sored by the ELCA and ALCM (Association of Lutheran Church Musicians) in Atlanta. I made many observa-
tions and took many notes, which I will be sharing in future articles. For now, let’s just say that I am more 
convinced than ever that we Lutherans have a great legacy of worship and music, a vibrant present, and an 
exciting and promising future. Come, worship together and join the ongoing song!     
 
Throughout the summer months our worship was deepened and enlivened by music. Thanks to our largest 
musical group—the congregation—for your hearty singing at worship. We were also blessed to have vocal-
ists and instrumentalists provide musical offerings each Sunday. Thanks to church members Nancy and 
Kim Buckel, Charlie Wehr, and Katie Roth, and guests Jonathan Goldblith, Tobias Morris, Lisa Dodson, 
Courtney Kalbacker, George Bareford, Kevin Lewis, Petr Skopek, and Oscar Somersalo.       

 
 
We are in full preparation mode for the upcoming concert by  
The Raleigh Ringers on Saturday, September 12, at 7 p.m. This nationally-
renown virtuosic handbell choir draws huge crowds wherever they per-
form, so advance tickets are highly recommended. Tickets may be pur-
chased on Sundays in the narthex, during the week at the church office, or 
on-line at www.rr.org. A few more volunteers are needed for welcoming, 
ushering, and other duties, so please let me know if you can help. 

 
 
All our choirs return soon, and all welcome new and former members. Here is the line-up: 
 
 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 
                    contact Jenne Burnham fenris1954@yahoo.com for information 
 Children’s Choir—    Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the education building, beginning September 13. 
 Adult/Teen Choir—  Thursdays at 7:30 in the choir room, beginning September 10. 
 
 
     Join us! And keep singing!  Wayne 

http://www.rr.org
mailto:fenris1954@yahoo.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
***REGISTRATION FORMS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL ARE AVAILABLE IN THE FELLOWSHIP CENTER 

ON THE BLUE WALL, OR ASK LAUREN GRAY FOR A FORM***  
 

Sept. 6th- Sunday School Breakfast at 9:15am in the Fellowship Center  

    Join us for some yummy breakfast and meet your teachers for the upcoming Sunday 

School year!  

Teachers will be commissioned at our 10:30am worship service.  

Sept. 6th- FLAMES first meeting of the school year- 6:30pm in the Social Hall  

Sept. 13th- First official day of Sunday School classes  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/ CONFIRMATION NEWS  
Sept. 6th- Sunday School Breakfast- Confirmation students included  

Sept. 13th- Confirmation officially begins. Pastor Gigie leading lesson for all 3 classes.  

Sept. 20th- Registration forms and deposits are due for FreeRide (synod youth event for middle 

school).  

  

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS  
Sept. 6th- Sunday School Breakfast- High school students included  

Sept. 13th- Sunday School officially begins. Parent & Youth Meet & Greet for high school class.  

Sept. 13th- “God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday”- youth that attended the ELCA Youth Gathering in 

Detroit will be giving Temple Talks at both worship services, and have a picture slideshow and 

other items available in the Fellowship Center for the congregation to see what the youth 

encountered that week.  

 

MEETINGS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY  
Sept. 3rd- Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor.  

Sept. 21st- Youth Committee meeting at 7pm in the Parlor.  

 

 

   Blessings!  

   Lauren  

Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 
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First Lutheran Preschool will be back in session after 
Labor Day.  This year we will have 75+ students 
joining us for opportunities to socialize with others 
in their age group while learning about the world 
we live in.  Ms. Emma Salisbury will be teaching our 
youngest two-year-old children, with Ms. Seema 
Zaman as her assistant.  Ms. Stuart Unkenholz and 
Ms. Karen Quarm will be teaching our three-year-
olds with Ms. Tamara Alsbrooks assisting.  Our four 
year olds will be learning everything they need to 
know before entering kindergarten from teachers 
Ms. Angie Swann and Ms. Judy Haines, with Ms. 
Diane Hauk and Ms. Sue Davis assisting.  Ms. Tracey 
Conrad continues to work in the STEAM class as well 
as in the preschool office as bookkeeper and 
administrative assistant. 
 
I thank God for this wonderful staff that always puts 
the needs of the children first.  They are the reason 
people return to First Lutheran Preschool and refer 
us to their friends.  Here are just a few quotes from 
our satisfied customers:  

  “We have enjoyed our very first school 
experience and we are looking forward to 
another year here!”  

  “We can’t tell you how much it meant to us to 
have our boys in a program where we felt so 
taken care of.”  

  “It has been so comforting to know that my 
daughter is surrounded by people who truly 
care and are ready with a hug.”   

 
If you or someone you know would like more 
information about our preschool, please give me a 
call at 410-465-5977, or e-mail me at 
jjames@firstlutheranec.org. 
 
     Jenny James 

 
 
 
 

The Women of First Lutheran  
are looking forward to the upcoming year.  

 
Join us for our first event 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

POTLUCK SOCIAL 
 

Monday September 28, 2015 
6:00 in the Fellowship Center 

 
All Women of First are invited to join us for  
dinner and share in planning for the upcoming 
year.  
 
For more information contact Sue Davis at  
410-418-4535 or eshdavis @verizon.net. 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Preschool News 
Jenny James, Director 

410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org 

The Martha Circle cordially invites all ladies and 
their friends to our September 8 meeting at 10 
a.m. in the Parlor. The program for the day is 
conducted by Anna Marie Howser RN; and the 
subject is how to control our God given Digestive 
System. Looking forward to meeting each of you 
as we start up the new year. Join us for refresh-
ments and good fellowship with these wonderful 
ladies. For further information, call Eleanor Grieb 
at 443-304-2772. 
 
The Dorcas Circle will meet on September 15 at 
9:30 in the narthex. Our program will be given by 
our own Wayne Wold, “They’re Playing our 
Songs.” Please be prompt as Wayne will be first 
and needs to attend the staff meeting. All are 
welcome! 

mailto:jjames@firstlutheranec.org
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For the fifth consecutive year, Stephen Ministry is offering 
 

DivorceCare and DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K) 

 
Wednesdays beginning September 9th 

 
DivorceCare is a biblically-based adult seminar and support group. Those at any stage of divorce (from 
initial separation, recently divorced, or divorced for many years) may find that DivorceCare can help 
with the healing process. The sessions are co-ed, allowing for multiple viewpoints and providing balance. 
Weekly videos feature renowned divorce experts discussing topics such as depression, anger, 
forgiveness, financial survival, loneliness and other divorce-related issues. Facilitators who have 
experienced divorce lead confidential group discussions. 
 
Children between the ages of 5-12 can participate in DC4K while their parent attends DivorceCare. This 
parallel program provides a safe, neutral place where children learn to rest secure in God's love. Both 
groups explore the same weekly topic. A children's video discusses divorce from the child's perspective. 
Children also enjoy crafts, stories, music, games, and other fun activities designed to help them 
recognize and express their feelings. Compassionate adult DC4K leaders offer support and 
encouragement. Materials are provided to help single parents follow-up with home discussion.   
 
All are welcome! Registration is required. For additional information or to register, please sent a 
confidential email to divorcecare@firstlutheranec.org or contact the church office at 410-465-2977. 
Information and registration is also available at the following websites: www.divorcecare.org, 
www.dc4k.org or www.firstlutheranec.org.  

mailto:divorcecare@firstlutheranec.org
http://www.divorcecare.org/
http://www.dc4k.org/
http://www.firstlutheranec.org/
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What’s The Property Committee Up To? 

 
 
July, August, September are high expenditure months for Property Committee as we work down our deferred 
maintenance and repair list during the summer months. 
 
In addition to volunteer work, some of the projects completed this summer by contractors (and which impact the 
church’s monthly financial statements as the invoices are paid) include: 
 

Incrementally upgraded almost 400 feet of the horizontal sprinkler piping which is under the eaves at the 
sanctuary middle clerestory windows and the ground level windows.  The upgrades involve the use of thicker 
walled piping than was used in the original construction.  This was the largest scope project we undertook this 
year and completes the upgrades which had been made on smaller portions in 2007 and 2010.  The work must 
be done by licensed sprinkler system pipefitters.  This is also why the soffit material is pulled away under the 
eaves.  Committee members are replacing the original soffit with low maintenance vinyl soffit material after 
the incremental piping upgrade. 

Replaced the entire heating system loop to the recently re-modeled Youth Room.  The original (1955 vintage) 
piping was buried in the concrete slab and had developed significant leaks.  The replacement piping is hung 
from the ceiling in the Social Hall and restroom hallway.  It’s not as pleasing looking but a lot more 
maintainable.  We had made similar repairs to a portion of the Social Hall and Kitchen heating system loops in 
2008, but this project was more extensive. 

Rebuilt the top of the chimney of the Chatham parsonage.  Ten courses of brick were replaced with a new cap 
installed.  Related good news:  The Chatham parsonage tenants for the last 2 years have renewed their lease 
(at an increased rental rate) through 30 June 2018.  They are great tenants and this good news avoids the costs 
associated with changing tenants. 

Upgraded the electrical distribution system on the second floor of the Education Building, especially in support of 
the window air conditioners. 

Performed preventive maintenance on the sanctuary air conditioning systems (first time in several years) and on 
the Fellowship Center air conditioning unit (first time since installed in 2006).  Our goal is to get to an annual 
preventive maintenance approach for air conditioning equipment and controls. 

 
We have a proposal from an architect/general contractor for repair of the waterproofing of the front basement wall of 
the 1955 Building and to repair the glass and framing of the 1955 Building entrance.  This also will fix a long-standing 
problem in the downstairs men’s restroom.  The design concept being explored may involve the removal of the steps 
to the 1955 Building entrance and the shrubbery in front of the 1955 Building.  With some re-grading we expect to 
create more handicapped parking spaces with a proper sidewalk and railing to the Chatham Road entrance to the 
present narthex.  Some repaving in front of the 1955 Building will be needed, and provided by a separate contractor.  
There are some issues to be worked out, but the initial cost estimate is within the amount available from a memorial 
bequest.  Stay tuned for when the conceptual plan is ready to be presented to the congregation. 
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Note: This is the fourth in a series of four articles on “Fearless Generosity” which has included Fearless Living, Fearless 
Service, and Fearless Sowing in previous issues of the Messenger. 

 

FEARLESS GIVING 
 
“As he stood in the Temple, he was watching the rich people tossing their gifts into the collection box.  Then a poor widow 
came by and dropped in two small copper coins.  “Really,” he remarked, “’this poor widow has given more than all the 
rest of them combined.  For they have given a little of what they don’t need, but she, poor as she is, has given everything 
she has.’” (Luke 21:1-4, The Living Bible) 
 

“Fearless giving.”  Two words.  Let’s explore both, the second word first. 
 

“Giving.” …. We seek to be generous stewards of all of God’s gifts so all creation will know of abundant life with God.  
Our generosity draws us nearer to God, the Giver of all good gifts.  Generous deeds shape our lives and our 
understandings.  Through generosity we begin to know more deeply and more broadly the graciousness of God.  
Generosity does not change God’s behavior toward us, but it changes our behavior toward God. 
 

“Fearless.”  ….  Fearlessness requires confidence, trust, and, in our context, it ultimately requires faith.  Do we have faith 
in God to care for us?  The Gospels and Epistles assure us over and over again that God will provide.  See, for example, 
Matthew 6:25-29, Luke 12:32, John10:10, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Ephesians 3:20-21, Philippians 4:19-20, 1 Timothy 6:17-19, 
Hebrews 13:5-6, or James 1:5.  
 

As you worship, you are invited to think about your relationship with God.  Do you need to increase your trust in God?  
God is creator – we are God’s creatures.  How do we live in relationship to our creator?  Martin Luther reminds us in his 
explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed “that God has created me and all that exists….God daily and 
abundantly provides…..all the necessities and nourishment for this body and life…. Out of pure, fatherly, and divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness of mine at all.”  It is in this relationship that we recognize God has 
provided us with all that we need; living in that abundance we give of the blessings we have received.  
 

The widow gave fearlessly.  She knew exactly how much she had to live on, but she gave it all.  Her faith was very strong.   
 

The Old Testament standard for giving was the tithe (Deuteronomy 14:22-29) – a tenth of one’s income.  The modern 
church continues to encourage tithing.  Those who tithe are consistently cheerful.  They report tithing is easily 
accomplished when the tithe is set aside first.  Many of us are not yet tithers of time or treasure.  If not, could you 
increase your commitment in the coming year? 
 
As we enter this Fall’s Stewardship campaign, please pray about fearless giving of God’s gifts for which you are the 
steward. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
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STRATEGIC PLANNING TEAM UPDATE 
 

After its most recent mission discernment retreat, 
our congregation council commissioned a Strategic 
Planning Team whose purpose was to continue our 
mission discernment process. The following disciples 
have committed to this work:  Hannah Arnold, Lea 
Ann Christianson-Salisbury, Joanna Casto, Genny 
Hardesty, Kevin Philpy, Cathy Rice, Malia Schlichting, 
and Jay Zumbrun. Pastor Mike and Pastor Gigie are 
also accompanying this team as facilitators of the 
strategic planning process.  
 

Since its forming, the Strategic Planning Team has 
been spending time in bible study and prayer as they 
review collected data about First Evangelical Luther-
an and our broader community. This data included: 
input that had recently been received from congre-
gation members as the ministry site profile was com-
pleted for our recent call process; demographic data 
relative to our broader community (received from 
the ELCA); worship and Sunday school attendance 
data; and financial data. 
 

The Strategic Planning Team continues to meet to 
digest this data and to seek possible answers to the 
question, “Where is God leading First Evangelical  
Lutheran in the future?” The strategic planning pro-
cess includes opportunities for congregational re-
view and discussion as well as continued direction 
from our congregation council. Watch upcoming is-
sues of The Messenger for future updates.  
 

Your prayers for our strategic planning team are not 
only welcomed but a critical part of the process! 

Did You Know?   
 

Did you know, or did you ever wonder what the Synod office does?  We usually think of “the Synod” as being the office 
through which our bishop and staff operate.  In reality, the Greek word synod means “walking together.” 
 

 Our Delaware / Maryland Synod is guided by God to support and carry out ministry within a certain geographical territory. 
(Delaware and Maryland).   In the scheme of things, there are three expressions or descriptions of “church” within the ELCA.  
We refer to them as (1) “Churchwide”, (similar to a Headquarters.. which is located in Chicago) (2) “Synod” (or local …
designated by territory) and (3) Individual Congregations.  Some of the ministries the Delaware / Maryland synod support are: 
Campus ministry, The Community of St. Dysmas (our prison ministry), Mar-Lu Ridge Camp and Retreat Center, and many oth-
ers.  Our synod also supports the work of Churchwide ministries such as Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, 
the eight ELCA seminaries, the Malaria campaign and more. 
 

Upcoming articles will focus on how the staff of synod serve and support ministry within the synod, and individual congrega-
tions, as well as explain the financial support the synod receives from congregations. 

G.I.F.T. 

“You asked for it … you got it!” 
 
For some months now, many of our fellow disciples 
have asked for a “Confirmation Re-Boot”. This would 
be a time for those who previously completed con-
firmation (now known as Affirmation of Baptism) to 
have an opportunity to review what it was that was 
studied when they completed confirmation and to 
dig deeper into not only aspects of Luther’s Small 
Catechism, but to also to explore a variety of topics 
of faith. 
 
So, beginning September 13, 2015, we’ll launch 
Growing In Faith Together (G.I.F.T). On Sunday 
mornings at 9:15 we’ll join together for conversation 
about a variety of topics based on feedback we have 
received from disciples in the pews. 
 
We’ll begin with an overview of Luther’s Small Cate-
chism (specifically Luther’s explanation of the Ten 
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s 
Prayer). Once we’ve completed this overview, there 
will be time for smaller groups to “dig deeper” into 
each of these, exploring how these affect our lives 
today as disciples. Be sure to bring your own Lu-
ther's Small Catechism from when you were con-
firmed so we can compare editions. There will be a 
prize for the oldest edition; if in German, you will 
have a reserved parking space for a year. Also, BYOB 
-- Bring Your Own Bible, please." 
 
We listened to what you all have told us you would 
like. We think you will be very happy with the pro-
gram as it unfolds. If you are planning to attend, 
think about others who would attend if you only in-
vited them to go with you -- and ask them to join 
you!  See you all on September 13th. 
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Anne Nix to be Honored  
at Awards Luncheon 

 
Congratulations to Anne Nix for making it to the Maryland 
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame!  Anne has been an active 
member of First Lutheran for 52 years.  Growing up as a 
PK (Pastor’s Kid), she’s wired to use her gifts and talents 
to help in whatever way she sees the need. She had 
served First Lutheran in many different capacities - as 
council president , Sunday School teacher, member of the  
original Visitation Team, and Stephen Minister. With her 
caring nature and compassionate heart, she continues to 
be drawn to the Caring Ministries. She currently serves as 
Healing Prayers Minister and Pastoral Care Minister.  As 
she prepares to move to Miller’s Grant, Anne also serves 
as a volunteer editor of its newsletter and acts as liaison 
between Millers Grant and First Lutheran where its future 
residents hold many of its activities.   
 
The Awards Ceremonies will be held on October 22, 2015 
at Michaels Eight Avenue in Glen Burnie, MD.  

HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Last school year, the Sunday School High School Class re-
ceived numerous presentations/discussions from the con-
gregation.  We enjoyed the speaking engagements very 
much and would like to continue this part of our class cur-
riculum.   We request your participation in leading a dis-
cussion or teaching a class topic for this school year (2015-
16).  No experience necessary.  This is a good opportunity 
for adults and youths to interact which would help them 
grow in our faith.   
 
For the half of the school year (September 
through December of 2015), we will be focusing on the 
following topics: welcome, social justice, racism, lessons 
from Youth Gathering, music, truth, practice, 
and time.  High School students, please join us!  It will be a 
value filled experience.  People of the congregation, if you 
have experiences in any of the topics mentioned (or other 
topics that would help students grow in our faith) and 
would like to present to our students.  Please email Quoc 
Nguyen or "Q" at thenguyens2@verizon.net). Thank you 
for your consideration. 

Food Female Fun (FFF), 
will hold its next event on 
Friday September 11th at  
DeDe Severn’s home at 6pm.   
 

We will be starting our fourth 
season of gatherings that give 

everyone an opportunity to meet a new friend, and 
catch up with others.   
 

Please bring an appetizer, and or adult beverage to 
share, and let DeDe know if you’ll be attending. 
(410-465-0369) 

Prayer Shawl Team  

Monday, September 8  

10:00 a.m. in the parlor  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Nursing Home Worship Service 

Wednesday, September  9 

10:30 a.m. departure 

We return about 11:30 

Meet at the church to carpool.  

Please join us. 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 

You do not need to know how to sew 

to join us. 

Monday, September 14, 2015 

9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall (downstairs) 

Women’s and Children Place 

September 19, 2015 

Look for the menu and sign up sheet 
in the Narthex. 

 
Depart the church at 4:30 for a 6:00 p.m. meal.  
Questions, call Gail Tabeling at 410-531-3938.  

Blood pressure screening is taken on the first 

Sunday of each  month after the 8:00 and 

10:30 a.m. services in the Fellowship Center. 

mailto:thenguyens2@verizon.net
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FAITH AND FILM 
 

The FAITH&FILM SERIES begins on Wednesday, 
September 30, 7 PM, with a showing of A MAN 
CALLED PETER, to be shown in the Fellowship 
Center.   
 

Richard Todd delivers a thoroughly winning 
performance as Peter Marshall, the Scottish-born 
minister who became Chaplain of the U.S. 
Senate.  While still a boy, Peter wants only to go to 
sea.  But as a young man, he experiences 
a profound awakening which leaves him with the 
unwavering conviction that he has been called 
upon to do the Lord’s work.  A compelling speaker 
who believes religion should be fun and inviting, 
Marshall inspires young people to renew their 
interest in the church, and his ministries 
prosper.  Eventually, he becomes pastor of the 
prestigious Church of the Presidents, in 
Washington D.C and eventually is asked to serve as 
spiritual guide for the Senate.  Co-starring Jean 
Peters as Marshall’s devoted wife, Catherine, “A 
Man Called Peter” is a deeply moving tale of a man 
and his close friendship with God.   
 

Based on the award-winning book by his wife, 
Catherine Marshall, the book remained on the 
New York Times Best Seller List for over 2 
years.  119 minutes.  

Semi-Annual  
Frederick Road Cleanup 

 
Our semi-annual clean-up of the three 

miles of Frederick Road for which we are responsible 
is scheduled for Saturday 03 October 2015 from 9-11 
am.  Volunteers are needed.  Great project for school 
community service credit in addition to just being a 
good thing to do.   
 

Please sign up on the Ministry Sign-Up bulletin board 
near the restrooms in the narthex.  Howard County 
requires youth younger than 18 who participate to 
have a Parental Permission signature.  Any questions, 
please call Rich Funke at 410-992-8015 (e-mail: 
rhfunke@aol.com).  

New Members Orientation 
in October 

 

The next New Members Orientation 
will be held on Sundays, October 11, 18, and 25 from 
9:15 – 10:15 in the Library. This is an opportunity to 
review or learn about what it means to be Lutheran, 
who we are as a congregation, where we’ve been 
(our history), where we are now (our challenges and 
diverse opportunities for ministry), and then  join us 
where God is calling us in common mission.  
 
To sign up, please contact the church office at 
flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org or call  410-465-2977. 
New members will be received on Reformation  
Sunday, October 25 at the 10:30 service following the 
third New Member Orientation session.  

First Lutheran’s after hours 
 

Medical Emergency  
Phone Number 

 

(for evenings and weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, or death in the 
family and need to speak to the pastor  

immediately, call  
 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977. 

Deadline for articles or advertise-
ments for the October issue of the 
Messenger is Friday,  
September 4. Please email  

Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and  
include the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 
 

Before planning an activity, don’t forget to check our 
online calendar found on our website at 
www.firstlutheranec.org./calendar.html. 

mailto:rhfunke@aol.com
mailto:flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org
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Mike’s article 
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PARISH REGISTER  

GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND                 as of 8/7/15 

In memory of Jack F. Beck, Sr. by” 

Beverly McLellan 

Debora and John Latham 

 

In memory of Joan C. Thielemann by: 

Mike and Maryanne Siegert 

Mary Lou and Jim Castellano 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FUND 

In memory of Joe Hilliard by Tom and Carol Brzezinski 

In memory of Charlie Froehlich by  Wayne and Melanie Hoffman 

In honor of John Boblitz's birthday by  Tony and Karen McLaughlin 

 

PASTOR PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

In memory of Charlie Froehlich by  Evelyn and Paul Combs 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY FUND 

In memory of Bruce Schmickley by  Annette Hackner 

Memorial Gifts and Dedications 

Baptism of: 

Molly Vaeth Landry, daughter of Keri and Matthew Landry, born October 1, 2010 

Stian Raj Beera, son of Sonia and Vinod Beera, born October 10, 2012 

Sarah Grace Rajakumar, daughter of Seema and Stanley Rajakamar, born January 7, 2014 

Mason Elijah Cleveland, son of Katherine and Christopher Cleveland, born November 25, 2014 

Ray Edward Digman V, son of Nancy and Ray Digman, born February 19, 2014 

Emory Christopher Digman, son of Nancy and Ray Digman IV, born February 10, 2015 

 
Wedding of  

Sarah Elizabeth Conner and David Stodderd Duda on July 10, 2105 
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SPECIAL NEWS- ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 2015- DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

YOUTH THANK YOU’S  

  
 

I wanted to thank the congregation for all of the support and prayers that you gave to the youth and adult chaperones 
for the Gathering trip to Detroit.  I have been on numerous mission trips with the youth, but this was my first Gathering 
trip.  I can honestly say that this was by far my most favorite trip with our youth.  I cannot describe how powerful it is 
to be worshipping with 30,000 Lutherans at one time.  This was my last trip chaperoning as a mom of a youth and it 
was worth every hour of planning, cooking, meeting, praying, washing dishes, cars, etc. that went in to it.  Every aspect 
was well planned and executed from the service project to the Synod day. I welcome any questions that you may have 
about the trip and feel truly blessed that I was able to be a part of it all!  Thanks again for all of your support for our 
youth.     Sally Seen  

The Jagoda family—Thank you for your continued prayers. We have faith that God and Jesus are already working their 
miracles. Thank you also for the lovely flowers. It was very kind of you to give them to our family.  Laura, Joseph and 
Andrew 
 

Mike and Maryanne Siegert—A letter of thanks to the congregation—As Michael and I pack up to move to Delaware 
we have talked so much about our church family here at First Lutheran and will miss everyone immensely. We have 
enjoyed our time here. Just after we joined First Lutheran our son was killed while away at college and this church was 
a huge support. We do not know what we would have done without you. And we have experienced challenges in our 
church along the way but we came out stronger than ever. That is the sign of a close-knit family. We have become 
friends with so many, including some Pastors along the way, which was so refreshing to find out that they are just like 
all of us. We will miss you and we will celebrate you. Pray for us as we begin a new chapter in our lives retired and 
moving to a new town. We have found a church about 10 minutes away, which is an ELCA church known as Community 
Lutheran. We will try our best to get involved. There is currently an interim Pastor who we really like but they must call 
a new Pastor—you all know the drill. Before we join we want to get to know people a little better. God Bless you and 
Peace be with all of you. Thank you. 
 

Doris Hall—Thank you for the birthday card for my 89th year!. God was always present in those laughs and cries.  
I especially thank you for the help when I fell at the college. It was a relief to know that I would get picked up and taken 
home.  Thank you again, God bless. 
 

Community of St. Dysmas—Thank you for your faithful support. Your gift of $1000 is vital in continuing to bring the 
Gospel to these very special people.  We give thanks for your faithfulness, we hold you in our prayers, and we ask that 
you continue to remember our brothers and sisters of the Community of St. Dysmas in yours. Yours in Christ,  
Gerry F. Rickel, Pastor 

Thank You From 
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I would like to thank the congregation for the support and prayers that helped 
send me and the other youth to Detroit. It gave me the opportunity to make 
new friends, strengthen old friendships, and deepen my faith with God.     
 Sarah Seen  
 
Dear congregation, 
Thank you so much for your tremendous contributions this year that allowed 
me to attend the 2015 ELCA youth gathering in Detroit! It was a truly life 
changing adventure and gave me the opportunity to do Gods work and 
experience him through the amazing people I met there.        Emily Hauk  
 
Dear congregation members, 
Your donations and support for our trip to Detroit has truly changed my life. 
The youth gathering has been something so special and pivotal to my faith. 
There is no way I can thank all of you enough for the opportunity to explore my 
beliefs with friends and family.  Thank you!  Sarah Hauk  

 
 
Thank you First Lutheran for supporting our Detroit 
Trip for the youth gathering! The fundraising was 
worth it for I found a special way to spread God’s 
word to Detroit with a Free Hugs shirt.    
                      Matt Bergquist  

 
Thank you all for your endless support and kindness 
during this life changing journey. Without your help 
our youth wouldn't have been able to go to Detroit 
and expand their faith. Thank you all so much. 
    Hannah Bergquist  

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you congregation for your support. The trip that we went on was very fun and worth your contribution. Some of 
the things we did were go to a concert and help people in need clean up their neighborhood!       Sincerely Jared Nguyen 
 

I want to thank the congregation for sending me to Detroit. It was the best experience of my life. Seeing 30,000 people 
just like me was amazing.                                              Andrew Bergquist 
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